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Overview

* Challenges to marine biodiversity
* Challenges to UNCLOS
* Opportunities for progress

e Opportunities for the European
Union?
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Reductions in biodiversity (species richness and
density) reduces ecosystem resilience...

International Scientific Committee
for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in
the North Pacific Ocean (ISC)

Pacific Bluefin tuna (Thunnus orientalis)

Ortufio Crespo, G., Dunn, D. C. (2016) Impacts of fisheries on open-ocean ecosystems.
http://www.nereusprogram.org/policy-brief-bbnj-impacts-of-fisheries/
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ArdronJ & Warner, R. 2015 Handbook of Ocean Resources, Earthcan Book




UN Convention on the Law of the Sea

IINEDP

UN Environment Programme

Convention on Migratory Species (= IR | Y Regional Seas Conventions

Convention on Biological Diversity

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species

{autonomous) World Heritage Convention

(not currently applied in the high seas)

UN General Assembly

UN Food & Agriculture Org

Interaovernmental Oceanographic Commission

Ardron) & Warner, R. (2015) Handbook of Ocean Resources, Earthcan Book

Enabling conditions for effective interplay: 1) non-hierarchical
organizations; 2) a common purpose; and 3) shared principles

(Mahon et al, 2015)
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International Seabed Authority

International Maritime Organization
Including MARPOL

Regional Fisheries Management Orgs

London Convention & Protocol
(dumping)

International Whaling Commission
(autonomous)




Lessons from
the Sargasso Sea
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“Resistance to Precaution”

“While the Sargasso Sea Project has succeeded in gaining
wide-spread recognition for the Sargasso Sea’s
significance, the primary legally binding protective measure
secured after six years of extensive work has been a
closure of several seamounts.to deen sea bottom fishing by

the Nort=west Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NARQ).
What we have learned is that the lack of common principres,
common criteria and common evidentiary standards for
conservation measures has hindered broader efforts for
conprehensive management.”

Freestone and Gjerde, 2016

http://www.sargassoseacommission.org/storage/SargassoBrochure.FIN.pdf
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2004: “Ad-Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group to study issues relating to the
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond national

jurisdiction”

2015: Agreement to develop legally
binding instrument under UNCLOS

2011: Agreement on Package Deal
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What’s next: UNGA Resolution A/69/292, June 2015

* 2-Year Preparatory Committee
* Substantive recommendations
* Package deal

* Not undermine

* Not affect legal status



http://www.iisd.ca/oceans/bbnj/prepcom2/26aug.html

Role for a new implementing agreement
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* Common purpose

* Common operating

principles
\\ e Conservation tools

* Promote compliance

* Address equitable
concerns

e Build scientific basis

Image courtesy of NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration and Research,
2016 Deepwater Exploration of the Marianas



Obstacles ahead?
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The tlme has come to acknowledge
that national interests are best served
by acting in the global interest.”

.; Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary General,
arls France December 12 2015
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