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The EIB: the EU bank investing in Europe’s growth
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‣ Natural financing
partner for the EU 
institutions since 1958

‣ Around 90% of lending
is within the EU

‣ Shareholders: the EU 
Member States



The EIB at a glance

‣ Largest multilateral lender and borrower in the world, with 60 
years of experience in financing projects

‣ Some 450 projects each year in over 160 countries

‣ Headquartered in Luxembourg with 40 local offices

‣ Around 3 000 staff, including finance professionals, engineers, 
sector economists and socio-environmental experts
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EIB Group financing in 2017
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EUR 78.2bn

EUR 250bn
Total investment

supported



EIB priorities

Environment Infrastructure Innovation SMEs

EUR

16.7bn

EUR

18bn

EUR

13.8bn

EUR

29.6bn
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Climate finance pioneer and key supporter of the 
Paris Climate Agreement
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EUR 19bn

for climate
in 2017

USD100bn

2016-2020



EIB products
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We help catalyse investment

LENDING BLENDING ADVISING

Loans
But also:

Guarantees

Equity participation

Combining EIB finance 
with EU budget 

Higher risk projects for 
innovation (InnovFin)

Prepare, evaluate and 
support the 
implementation of 
projects (JASPERS)

Support for public/private 
partnerships (EPEC)

Attracting FUNDING for long-term growth



European Fund for Strategic Investment (EFSI)
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Aim: to mobilise now at least €500 billion in investment across the EU

Give investment advice 

European Investment 
Advisory Hub 

European Investment 
Project Portal 

Mobilise finance for 
investment

European Fund for 
Strategic Investments

Cooperation with National 
Promotional Banks

Create an investment 
friendly environment

Improving the regulatory 
environment

Structural reforms

With EFSI II, the eligibility was widened to include Bioeconomy



Continuously adapting to market needs – development of new products to support 
intermediaries (e.g. Risk-sharing instruments) and new equity strategy

EFSI types of products



No Green without Blue: the increasing 
momentum of the Blue Economy
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➢ The ocean’s importance has never been greater. Oceans sustain the lives and 
livelihoods of coastal and island communities in 183 coastal and island nations, and 4 
billion people rely on them to meet their nutritional needs.

➢ The Blue Economy is growing rapidly and the international community is increasingly 
engaged towards achieving a sustainable future for the ocean.  

➢ Oceans are central in the discussion on climate change. The link between them and 
climate is very high on the political agenda at global, regional, and national levels and 
there is a great political mobilisation. 

➢ Investors are increasingly turning to the ocean for new opportunities and resources. 



EIB in support of a sustainable Blue Economy
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Financing (~2 billion euro per year*) 

- Business and science dimensions, private and 
public side, wide range of financial products

- Water and Climate Change Adaptation, also in 
the Blue Economy

- Risk financing and RDI, including ramp-up to 
full commercialization. Ex. InnovFin and EFSI

- Development and commercialization of 
innovative solutions

- EIF and EIB equity funds investments 

Strategic, policy driven

- Close collaboration with DG MARE

- Sustainable Blue Economy Finance 
Principles for a framework for ocean-
related investment and development 
policy

- EIB Advisory Hub in support of investment 
development 

EIB hopes to increase its support to the Blue Economy and 
further develop innovative targeted financing instruments



➢Public and private research infrastructures

➢Pilot plants up to first industrial scale up

➢Onshore and offshore fixed and mobile equipment

➢Local to international production and logistics

➢Research programs directly, indirectly and co-financing (for 
private sector, universities and research organisations, including
research assets and research salaries)
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Investments supported by EIB



Sustainable Blue Economy Finance Principles

➢ The Sustainable Blue Economy Finance Principles will guide EIB’s future 
investment in the Blue economy 

➢ The Declaration was launched publically at the World Ocean Summit 
2018 in Mexico last week and early signatories, including EIB, were 
announced. 

➢ These principles are voluntary and complementary to existing principles 
and commitments on sustainable financing and to existing corporate 
responsibilities by which signatories may be bound.
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EIB’s press release at:  http://www.eib.org/infocentre/press/releases/all/2018/2018-
060-blue-finance-principles-unveiled-to-support-ocean-health-and-investment.htm

http://www.eib.org/infocentre/press/releases/all/2018/2018-060-blue-finance-principles-unveiled-to-support-ocean-health-and-investment.htm
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Caribbean Development Bank (CDB)

‣ USD 110 m EIB loan

‣ to finance climate change 
mitigation, adaptation and 
resilience projects across the 
Caribbean.



The Sustainable Ocean Fund (SOF)

‣ USD 20m EIB investment

‣ a pioneering impact investment vehicle

‣ initial portfolio of investments has been identified 
in Latin America, Africa and Asia.



Marine Biotechnology

‣ EUR 30m million loan agreement with Amadéite (Olmix), a 
mid-cap company pioneer in the field of marine 
biotechnology

‣ The loan is backed by the European Fund for Strategic
Investments (EFSI), an initiative to help overcome the
current investment gap in the EU



EIB’s Bioeconomy access-to-finance study

• DG RTD mandated Innovation Finance 
Advisory to explore access-to-finance 
conditions and potential funding gaps in 
the Bioeconomy (focusing on Bio-Based 
Industries and the Blue Economy)

• The study was published and presented 
by the EIB and the EC on 1 June 2017 at 
the “Innovative Enterprise Week –
Access to Finance for Research, 
Innovation and SMEs” conference in 
Malta

http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/access-
to-finance-conditions-for-financing-the-bioeconomy.htm

http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/access-to-finance-conditions-for-financing-the-bioeconomy.htm


Bioeconomy Study – Methodology & Findings

Methodology

✓ Interviews with Project Promoters (PP): 43 projects (27 BBI, 16 BE).

✓ Interviews with Financial Market Participants (FMP): 16 interviews conducted.

✓ Mapping of available Public Financial Instruments (PFI).

Findings

✓ BBI and BE projects face issues accessing private funding.

✓ PP and FMP perceive lack of regulatory support to the industry.

✓ High perceived industry/ market risks by PP and FMP alike.

✓ Sustainable nature and future growth potential of Bioeconomy attractive to investors, yet 
perceived as risky.

✓ Identified funding gaps : projects (1) from pilot to demonstration; (2) from demonstration to 
industrial scale.

✓ Need for innovative funding that supports the development of integrated value chains on top 
of existing PFI.

Study identified key funding gaps and proposed a number of recommendations to address them
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Bioeconomy Study - the definition of 
Blue Economy
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Multi-use offshore energy project located in Western Europe currently at permission stage

Demonstration project to convert microalgae into highvalue products

Pilot/demonstration project using land unsuitable for agriculture for fish production

Demonstration project for search and rescue technologies used in sea environments

Demonstration project for deep sea mining

Full-scale project to convert micro-algae into food ingredients

Full-scale project concerning innovative algae production

Full-scale project concerning innovative algae production

Full-scale project for seaweed cultivation and harvesting

Demonstration project for aquaculture management tool

Demonstration project to improve micro-algae production

Demonstration project to produce micro-algae from contaminated water

Demonstration project producing bio-fuels from microalgae

Demonstration project to convert microalgae into biochemicals, feed and bio-fuels

Demonstration projects to develop various microalgae applications

Full-scale project for vertically integrated aquaculture

10 projects in
Western 
Europe

6 projects in 
Southern 
Europe

Bioeconomy Study – Blue Economy sample



Bioeconomy Study – Key Recommendations

1
Establish an effective, stable and supportive regulatory framework for BBI and BE at the EU
level, which is essential.

Further reinforce awareness about InnovFin and the European Fund for Strategic
Investments (EFSI), which can match the funding needs of certain BBI and BE projects.

2

Develop a new EU risk-sharing financial instrument dedicated to BBI and BE, potentially
taking the form of a thematic investment platform that can meet the funding needs of BBI
and BE projects and mobilise private capital.

3

4
Explore the creation of an EU-wide contact, information exchange and knowledge sharing
platform (portal or other similar channels) to facilitate relationships between BBI and BE
project promoters, industry experts, public authorities and financial market participants
active or seeking to become active in the Bioeconomy.



➢ Since Rio +20 Ocean agenda has gained increasing
momentum

➢ International finance institutions are responding

➢ EU Policies are developing new structures and 
support strategies and instruments

➢All stakeholders are invited to create additional
knowledge, technologies and products to release the 
economic potential of the Ocean Economy  
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Releasing the economic potential of Marine Biotechnology



Thank you!

More information at: www.eib.org

info@eib.org
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http://www.eib.org/
mailto:info@eib.org

