Marine Protected Areas In the Azores: a case study
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Azores Marine Conservation Policy

Marine Strategy Framework Directive Y
REGIAO AUTONOMA DOS AGORES - —YNER

Assembleia Legislativa Natura ZOOO (Blrd & Habltat
Decreto Legislativo Regional n.® 15/2012/A Dir eCtiVGS)

Regime juridico da conservac@o da natureza e da protegdo da
biodiversidade. Transpée para o ordenamento juridico regional
a Diretiva n.® 92/43/CEE, do Conselho, de 21 de maio de 1992,

relativa a pressrvacio dos habitats naturais e da fauna e da Wa ter F r a meWO rk Directlve

flora selvagens, e a Diretiva n.® 2009/147/CE, do Parlamento ¥
Europeu e do Conselho, de 30 de novembro de 2009, relativa DIRETIV,A QUADRO
a conservacgio das aves selvagens. ESTRATEGIA MARINHA

Estratégia Marinha para a subdivisao dos Acores

OS P A R ESTRATEGIAS MARINH
PARA AS AGUAS MARINHAS POR

junho 2014

Azores legal framework for
conservation and biodiversity
protection
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Directive 2008/56/EC - MSFD
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http://www.azores.gov.pt/Gra/SRMCT-MAR/conteudos/livres/Estrategia_Marinha_para_a_subdivisao_dos_Acores.htm
http://static.un.org/News/dh/photos/large/2015/September/09-09-E-SDG-Poster.jpg

The Azores Marine Protected Areas Network

Territorial Sea: 9 Natural Island Parks

[ )

124 180 ha

EEZ and ECS - Marine Park of the Azores

Marine Park of the Azores

5 natural reserves (IUCN 1); 29 areas for resource
management (IUCN VI); 1 area for habitats and

species management

3 OSPAR MPA : Islands Natural Parks
7 OSPAR MPA Marine Park of the Azores

19 SIC marine + 15 ZPE

NATURA 2000

5 natural reserves (IUCN 1); 4 areas for resource
management (IUCN VI); 6 area for habitats and
species management



Fisheries Spatial Protection Measures (SPM|)

Fisheries restriction areas Coastal harvest Bottom trawl ban area

management areas
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Figura 2.6: Areas de Reserva para a Gestdo de Capturas nos Agores.

Santa Maria, Faial, Pico, Graciosa; Sao Miguel EC Regulation No. 1568/2005

Consensus between fishermen, maritime touristic operators, local and regional authorities, NGO



De factorefuges: Archeological Underwater Parks;
Bathing Zones




An X-Ray of Azores MPA Network: problems identified
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Complexity and overlap of legal frameworks
[spatial): biodiversity and conservation; fisheries,
spatial planning,; archaeological heritage; EU
legal iInstruments; etc..

Inconsistencies among Islands Natural Park;
Lack of clarification of regulations;
No effective management plans;

Insufficient monitoring programs (€.g. soCio-
economics activities);

Lack of robust studies on benefits (conservation;
SOCIO-eCONOMIC; ecosystems services);

Need stronger involvement of stakeholders;
Need surveillance and enforcement.



Azores MPA network: work in progress
Classified 15 % of the EEZ as well managed MPA by 2020
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BHEEEA Coastal areas

MPA Azores: Territorial Sea: 5,3 %; EEZ: 3,7 %; ECS: 6,9 %
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Azores MPA network: work In progress

Promote a multi-purpose MPA network to conservation of biodiversity
and sustainable management of fisheries and other human activities

* Review the legal framework;

* Designation of new MPA;

* Development of management plans;

* Implementation of management mechanisms;

* Involvement of stakeholders;

* Improve monitoring programs (biodiversity,
commercial resources, socio-economics)

 Communication of processes and measures;

* Improve surveillance effort (AMN, GNR, IRP).

Projects : PEAMA (BALA); Mistic Seas I, II;, PLASMAR; etc.
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Classified 15 % of the EEZ as well mah_f gec

BLUE

. BLUE NATURAL CAPITAL
(EXPEDITION 2018; VALUATION OF
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES; CO-
MANAGEMENT OF FISHERIES; /'

MPA by 2020

WORKSHOPS MARINE .
CONSERVATION; PILOT PROGRAM //

FOR BLUE BIOTECHNOLOGY);

2. OCEAN LITERACY ACTIONS (PILOT
FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN; PILOT FOR
FISHERS);

3. BLUE NETWORK ACTIONS A WA oceanoazul  \AZAITT

Governo dos Agores ~ foundation FOUNDATION
(CAMPAIGN FOR OCEAN
CONSERVATION AND ADVOCACY)



LIFE Integrated Froject Environment (nature conservation)

LIFE-IP AZORES NATURA (LIFE 17 IPE/PT0O10): Active protection and integrated
management of Natura 2000 in the Azores (terrestrial and marine)

* Filling knowledge gaps,

* Improve installed capacity (human, material, financial resources);

* Implementation PAF - Natura 2000 network of protected areas);

* |Improve conservation status of habitat and species protected under
the EU Birds and Habitats Directives;

 Raise local awareness of conservation value of Natura 2000;

* Economic potential of sustainable development.

9 years-€19 M (€ 5 M marine) - €22.4 M complementary funding (EMMF; H2020
Intereg, Portuguese national funds and the private sector).
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Scientific data, knowledge and monitoring
for conservation

Environment + marine resources + human uses

Ecosystem-based management
Marine Science and Technology

Fisherles scenarios Conservati na Biodiversity; Biology and ecology; mapping; spatial distribution; population dynamics and
_ : modeling; genetic of populations; Interaction with human activities; fisheries; ecotoxicology;
q A5 B conservation; robotics; economy; sociology; etc.
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DRCT/FRCT; FCT; Horizon 2020

UNIVERSIDADE
DOS ACORES

Diregdo Regional Ciéncia e Tecnologia

New knowledge (adaptive management).

Programas de Monitorizagdo das Pescas (no

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 ambito da PCP)
I 4099

MISTICSEAS TS MISTIC SEAS 13

MACARONESIA MACARONESIA

Monitorizagdo dos taludes insulares e
do oceano profundo
ROV- Drep dewsiareers - ubmerive




The Directive on
Maritime Spatial
Planning

MARSP

Macaronesian Maritime Spatial Planning

Spatial Planning

Promoting sustainable blue
development

Promoting effective
occupation of maritime
territory;

Mitigation of uses and
conflicts;

INnvolvement of stakeholders;

Ensure environmental and
Socio-economic
sustainability of marine and
maritime activities.er
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ORDENAMENTO ESPAGO MARITIMO

Azores marine Geographic Information
System - Geoportal



Condor Bank: scientific research; conservation of
VME: restoration of fisheries resources
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Fishermen, researchers, maritime touristic operators, NGO,
administration
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Remote surveillance of selected MPA

Real time video cameras:

llheus das Formigas;

Santa Maria —Baixa da Maia;
Baixa da Pedrinha:

Graciosa —Carapacho;

Increased compliance — no transgressions detected
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+50.000 clients / year; 60 M€ /

Nuno Sa
wild|ife photography
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