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What is “WILDSEA Europe”? 
The business case for blue ecotourism in Europe 
Benefits of MPAs for blue ecotourism & citizens 
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Coastal & maritime tourism in Europe 

The case for Blue Ecotourism in Europe 

é Drive up daily expenditure at destination by 30%
é Bring in new skills and product innovation
é Create local, sustainable wealth & jobs
é Support environmental conservation & outreach
  

Blue ecotourism in coastal destinations has the potential to: 

THE CASE FOR BLUE ECOTOURISM IN COASTAL DESTINATIONS & Protected areas 



Ecotourism: Coastal tourism = tourism in PAs  

THE BENEFITS OF MPAS FOR THE BLUE TOURISM industry 



Blue ecotourism: 

The “Renewable Energy” of Europe’s 
Coastal & Maritime Tourism Industry 

US$ 358.5 billion 
=10 x the current revenue of the cruise industry worldwide by 2024

THE BENEFITS OF MPAS FOR THE BLUE TOURISM industry 



OTHER BENEFITS OF MPAS? 



OTHER BENEFITS OF MPAS? 

Health benefits of water-based recreation have been 
estimated to save up to approximately €200 million 

per year in healthcare in the UK alone.
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Ecotourism: 

A ROADMAP TO PRESERVE MARINE ECOSYSTEMS & BIODIVERSITY 

Declaration on Ecosystem-based approaches 
for biodiversity protection and management in 
the Mediterranean 
https://biodiversity-protection.interreg-med.eu


