
Mission Starfish 2030: Restore 
our Ocean and Waters



The water cycle illustrates the systemic nature of 
the challenges our ocean and waters face

Source: http://archive.sswm.info/pt-pt/category/concept/water-cycle

http://archive.sswm.info/pt-pt/category/concept/water-cycle


The Ocean and Waters 

are under Threat



Unsustainable exploitation of sea 
and water resources

Source: https://www.eea.europa.eu/media/infographics/marine-messages-ii-classification-of/view

https://www.eea.europa.eu/media/infographics/marine-messages-ii-classification-of/view


Climate 
change

The effects of the climate 

change are felt already: 

• Sea level rise 

• Accelerated glacier melting

• Extreme weather events

• Acidification

• Cascade effects on marine 

ecosystems

• Changes to biology and chemistry 

of freshwater ecosystems

• Challenges to freshwater 

management and supply



Lack of understanding and connection 
Inadequate governance 

Out of side, out 
of mind and 

taken for granted

Political and 
financial 

underinvestment 

Gaps in 
measurement 

prediction and  
management 

Fragmentation of 
instruments and 

institutions



Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters
• A holistic 2030 vision to address the cumulative threats to our ocean and waters. 

• Inspired by the shape of the starfish, the Mission has five mutually supporting 

objectives for 2030, which together enable the restoration and regeneration of the 

water cycle as a whole.



Mission Starfish: 

objectives and 

targets



Enthusiastic citizen and stakeholder engagement 
and co-creation across Europe



Mission Starfish 2030: Restore our Ocean and Waters



Keep in touch

europa.eu/

@EUScienceInnov

#MissionOcean

@EUScienceInnov

EU Science, Research and Innovation

europeancommission

EU Science & Innovation

Mission website

https://europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-commission/
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvpwIjZTs-LgwJvz7N2pdCkfAfMycKX8s
https://ec.europa.eu/info/horizon-europe-next-research-and-innovation-framework-programme/missions-horizon-europe/healthy-oceans-seas-coastal-and-inland-waters_en

