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Federal Waterways in Germany

• about 7,300 km inland waterways (one third
are currently recreational waterways)

• Extensive waterway network in central Europe

• Transition especially in the region of Müritz-
Havel-Spree: 
- Freight transport Recreational navigation
- Freight waterways 

Remainder waterways
Secondary waterways

Recreational waterways
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Multifunctionality of federal waterways!
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German Waterways:
Ecology and tourist development in harmony?
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Environment Tourism

Keeping in balance as major challenge.

➢ Sustainable water based tourism

➢ Sustainable infrastructure

➢ Sustainable cooperation
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Objectives and challenges of the Masterplan  

German Masterplan for inland leisure navigation

• Improving mobility for leisure traffic on and near waterways

• Delivering a modern, demand-driven and future-proof infrastructure for 
recreational boating

• Supporting recreational boating with a service focus

• Driving digitalization in recreational boating

• Aligning promotion of and support for recreational boating with the vision 
of sustainability

• Achieving broad participation of public administration and general public 
and improving communication with interest groups in the context of the 
Recreational Boating Masterplan

• Sufficient personnel and financial resources must be available.

• The political will to reprioritize infrastructure projects is essential.

• Greater consideration must be given to the economic effects of water-
based tourism in transport infrastructure planning.

• Stable network coverage along the federal waterways is necessary.
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Infrastructure
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Masterplan Areas of action

Boating

Environment

Digitalization

Communication and cooperation
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Nationwide consultation procedure 2019 – 2021 

Project website
launched
July 2020

Start of the federal-
level workshops
February 2021

Regional conference in 
Oranienburg
March 2020

Start of the regional 
workshops

Autumn 2021

Nationwide online 
survey

June 2020

Online information 
event

December 2020

Start of the interviews 
with BMVI and WSV

August 2019

Masterplan published
June 2021

2019 – 2021 

Federal Ministry for Digital and Transport  | 13.07.2022 | 7



Implementation: Topics for stakeholder workshops

• Tailoring the waterway 
infrastructure to the needs of the 

user groups (grabrails etc.)

• Developing core principles for 
river and canal structures listed 
for preservation and support for 

local tourism concepts

• Leasing of sites for utility 
facilities

✓ Support for providers of 
infrastructure in the 

responsibility of third parties 
(recreation areas etc.) 

• Evaluation and provision of boat 
transfer facilities

• Funding for third-party research 
programmes on (recreational) 

boating

• Financial assistance 
programmes for (recreational) 

boating

• Development and provision of 
information displays

• Support for water tourism 
information and guidance 

systems

• Expansion of the rules provided 
on traffic and pilot behaviour 

for recreational boating

• Digitalization of administrative 
services

• Traffic management on 
waterways

• Evolution of ELWIS to MyELWIS (user 
friendliness, provision of information 

etc.) and delivery of the ELWIS app 
(ELWISgo)

• Expansion of open data

• Support for local environmental 
initiatives

• Support for incentivizing specific user 
behaviours 

• Integrating and implementing 
(recreational) traffic and ecological 

measures

• Establishment of dialogue processes for 
waterways development

• Expansion of the (informal) community 
participation for infrastructure 

measures
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Sender

Contact details

Federal Ministry for Digital and Transport
Division WS13 – Management of Federal Waterways 
Focus on Recreational Waterways
Robert-Schuman-Platz 1
53175 Bonn
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Contact person
Regina Paas
Ref-WS13@bmdv.bund.de
www.bmdv.bund.de
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