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MSP Directive of 2014: 
Main objectives and requirements

• Sustainable development the maritime sector, applying an ecosystem-based
approach

• Promote the coexistence of relevant activities and nature protection/restoration

• Take into account land-sea interactions

• Use best available data

• Ensure the involvement of stakeholders

• Ensure trans-boundary cooperation (also with third countries) for coherent and
coordinated Maritime Spatial Plans

MSP Directive



How are we doing in implementing the MSP Directive?

REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE 
COUNCIL outlining the progress made in implementing Directive 
2014/89/EU establishing a framework for maritime spatial planning

➢ gives a picture in time - an overview of progress, as required under the 
Directive, assesses transposition and conformity

➢ it also looks at developments that influenced/will influence the 
implementation of the Directive since its adoption in 2014, notably the 
European Green Deal
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52022DC0185&qid=1652906960800


Examples of MSP plans in EMODnet
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https://www.emodnet-humanactivities.eu/view-data.php




What is next?

➢ The European Commission:

➢ continues to support MSP projects: 3 new cross-border projects to be launched end of 
2022 (EMFAF), 3 Horizon Europe projects on MSP and MPAs + Mission Ocean

➢ helps developing MSP community across the EU and globally: MSP online platform, 
cooperation with IOC-UNESCO, WestMed, EUSAIR, communities of practice, etc.

➢ expands the necessary dialogue between the various users of the sea by setting up a “Blue 
Forum” for sea users in 2023

➢ closely monitors progress (report every 4 years) and supports Member States in using MSP 
as a tool to implementation of the European Green Deal 

➢ enhance sharing data on MSP (EMODnet) and improve the ecosystem-based approach 
to MSP

MSP 2.0



More background information at:

https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/

https://ec.europa.eu/oceans-and-fisheries/publications/eu-blue-economy-report-2022_en

https://mspmed.eu/

THANK YOU!
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