Tracking Of Plastic In Our Seas (TOPIOS.org)
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Total amount of ‘small’ plastic floating on the ocean:
15 to 51 trillion particles; weighing 93 to 236 thousand metric tonnes
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Mass of plastic small between 0.3mm and 20 cm [g/km2, log10 scale]
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The case of our 99% missing plastic

> 5 Million
tonnes

- .
" L

a < 250,000

entered ocean ‘: tonnes

In 2010 alone

Coastlines

Upper ocean

In biota
(marine life)

?2? \
" v Water column
tonnes

]

’
]

)
$

27 <

tonnes

) 2

Ocean floor

( Hardesty, Harari, Isobe, Lebreton, Maximenko, Potemra, Van Sebille, Vethaak, and Wilcox, 2017, Frontiers in Marine Science >




Simulating the full marine fate of plastic
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Using a 100m wave flume to track plastic beaching
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Wave flume at CIEM, Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya, Barcelona
part of H2020 project Hydral.ab+
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