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THE BLUE ECONOMY CAN BENEFIT FROM 
MARINE PROTECTED AREAS (MPAS)

CAN MARINE PROTECTED AREAS
(MPAS) BENEFIT FROM THE BLUE 

ECONOMY?
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Analysis of management effectiveness
Part of EC DG ENV Cohenet study, 2018-2019
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MPA Management? 
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Monitoring activities from different national and international directives: 

only the 10% within MPAs/Natura 2000

MPA Monitoring?
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Baleares

Torre Guaceto

Porto Cesareo from the 

interreg AMAre

Very scarce

information about the 

the spatial distribution 

of human activities 

(e.g. where do 

fisherman go to fish?)

https://amare.interreg-med.eu/

https://mpa-adapt.interreg-med.eu/

https://amare.interreg-med.eu/
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31579 threats recorded in 2230 sites of the European Union’s Natura 2000 conservation network

Fishing and outdoor activities were the most widespread threats reported within MPA boundaries, 

Many sites of the Natura 2000 network lack records of any marine-related threat / irregular and insufficient reporting: limited 
number of Natura 2000 sites with an operational management plan

….And finally pressures? 
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CAN MARINE PROTECTED AREAS (MPAS)
BENEFIT FROM THE BLUE ECONOMY?

•Yes in a context of sustainability!

•The blue economy is not only coming
from fishery / touristic frequentation: is
totally dependent from the natural capital 

•Monitoring and management are 
fundamental tools to understand the 
status of our MPAs

•We need an holistic vision within an 
Ecosystem Based Management 
framework to manage human uses 
conserving  our natural capital


